Effect of tetrahydroisoquinoline (TIQ), one of endogenous substances inducing parkinsonism, on isolated rat vas deferens.
1. The effect of tetrahydroisoquinoline (TIQ) was examined on isolated rat vas deferens. 2. TIQ shifted the concentration-response curve for norepinephrine towards lower concentrations: the pD2-value of norepinephrine in the presence of TIQ was significantly greater than in its absence. 3. Tyramine-induced contraction in the presence of TIQ decreased by a significant 35% more than in the absence of TIQ. 4. These results indicate that the pharmacological effect of TIQ is due to the inhibition of the neuronal uptake of catecholamines.